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Abstract

In recent years, increase in a death rate of oral cancer suggests the importance
of the early detection and the early treatment for the cancer. A lot of evident knowledge
has been obtained about the clinical and pathological features of the oral early cancer
and oral pre-cancerous lesions (epithelial dysplasia) through active scientific argument.
In such background, it is expected that oral diagnostic cytology contributes to a check of
oral mucosal lesions because oral exfoliative cytology, compared to biopsy, has
advantages of convenience, non-invasiveness, safety and rapidity. The characteristic

cytological feature of the oral cancer, squamous cell carcinoma, is atypical,
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neoplastic-keratinized cells from the surface layer and the atypical, neoplastic basaloid
cells from the deeper layer of the oral mucosa. However, there is also a problem that it is
sometimes difficult to find the atypical cells in deeper layer and invasive tumor cells,
and also to make a true diagnosis to these lesions by the exfoliative cytology. Therefore,
it 1s important to find not only the atypical cells from the deeper layer but also the
atypical keratinized cells from the surface layer in order to make a true diagnosis of
cancer and oral precancerous, dysplastic lesion.

The purpose of this seminar is to understand the characteristic features of the
atypical cells for a correct cytological diagnosis of oral cancer and dysplastic lesions.
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